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Twitter adds 
'explore' feature
SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter 
on Thursday added an 
"explore" tab aimed at 
making it easier to find 
interesting content, the 
latest move to boost 
engagement at the one-to-
many messaging service. 
The feature, which was 
being added first to 
Twitter on Apple mobile 
devices and was promised 
for Android-powered 
smartphones in coming 
weeks, combines trends, 
Moments, search and live 
video highlights in a sin-
gle spot, according to pro-
ject designer Angela Lam. 
"Until today, you had to go 
to a few different places 
to find each of  these expe-
riences," Lam said in a 
blog post. "As part of  our 
continued efforts to make 
it easier to see what's hap-
pening, we're bringing all 
these together." The 
intent was to make 
Twitter more inviting by 
making it simple to find 
news, trending topics, 
and popular tweets, 
according to Lam. (AFP)

Cloud boosts 
Microsoft profits
SEATTLE: Microsoft on 
Thursday reported a rise 
in profits over the past 
quarter, showing gains in 
cloud computing and 
other new areas of  focus 
as it absorbed the 
LinkedIn social network. 
The US tech giant said 
profits rose 3.6 percent in 
the second fiscal quarter 
to $5.2 billion, while reve-
nues edged up one per-
cent to $24 billion. The US 
tech giant, which is shift-
ing away from depend-
ence on software to a 
broader array of   
services, said the 
LinkedIn acquisition 
boosted its revenue in the 
last three months of  the 
year but dragged on prof-
it. Microsoft, which 
bought the professional 
social network LinkedIn 
as part of  its efforts to 
make better connections 
with customers, said the 
deal added $228 million in 
revenue. (AFP)

news digest Imported DAP  
fertiliser stuck 
in Kolkata

SHANKAR ACHARYA
PARSA, JAN 29

Nearly 20,000 tonnes of  
Diammonium phosphate 
(DAP) imported by Agriculture 
Inputs Company (AIC) has 
been stuck in Kolkata, India, 
for the past two weeks.

Swiss Singapore Overseas 
Enterprises had bagged the 
contract for shipping the 
chemical fertiliser to Nepal 
through Sisirya Dry Port.

According to a source at AIC 
Regional Office in Birgunj, the 
consignment has been stuck in 
the Indian city due to delays in 
paperwork.

AIC's warehouses in the 
region have gone completely 
empty. The regional office 
maintains seven warehouses 
in places like Bhutan Devi 
Temple and Birjung Sugar 
Factory with a combined 
capacity of  21,000 tonnes. But 
it now has only 50 tonnes of  
potash in the Bhutan Devi 
warehouse.

The office is responsible for 
distributing fertilisers to 19 
districts in the central region 
and eight districts in the west-
ern region.

According to the AIC source, 
besides 50 tonnes of  potash in 
Birgunj and 1,200 tonnes of  
urea in Kathmandu, all other 
AIC warehouses across the 
country have run out of  chem-
ical fertilisers.

“Apart from the stocks of  
urea in Kathmandu and potash 
in Birgunj, we don’t have any-
thing left,” the source said. 
“Following Friday's rainfall, 
farmers have started to fre-
quent out office looking for 

fertilisers, just to return empty 
handed.”

Of  the 20,000 tonnes of  fer-
tiliser stuck in Kolkata, 2,500 
tonnes will be dispatched to 
Biratnagar, 7,500 tonnes to 
Bhaiwahawa and the remain-
ing will be mobilised in 
Birjung.

According to the AIC source, 
it will take at least two weeks 
for the fertilisers to arrive in 
Birgunj even if  the procedures 
in Kolkata are completed with-
in a couple of  days.

Moreover, AIC does not have 
any plans to import additional 
fertilisers for the next six 
months. “There are no plans to 
issue an import tender in the 
near future. There will be a 
huge shortage of  fertilisers 
next year,” the source said.

With farmers facing fertil-
iser shortages now and again, 
lawmakers in January had 
urged the government bring 
private firms into fertiliser 
trade. A sub-committee of  the 
Parliamentary Water and 
Agricultural Resources 
Committee formed last June to 
study issues related to fertil-
iser imports, distribution, 
quality, farmers’ access to fer-
tilisers and the government’s 
current policy, had found the 
distribution of  subsidised fer-
tilisers was “very low”, hold-
ing down farm productivity. 

The sub-committee's report 
has suggested drafting 
Fertiliser Act to properly man-
age and monitor its supply, use 
and consumption. Due to the 
lack of  awareness, the report 
said, farmers have been using 
excessive amount of  urea that 
has been destroying the soil.

Hi-Aim 2017 meet to be held next month
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JAN 29

Hi-Aim 2017, a two-day conference 
and exhibition on the hospitality 
sector, is slated to be held in 
Kathmandu next month. According 
to Hi-Aim, the sixth edition of  the 
event will take place at the Hotel 
Soaltee Crowne Plaza from 
February 21-22.

The event aims to be a common 
knowledge sharing platform  
to confer and exchange ideas  
on key issues and emerging trends 
in the hospitality industry, the 
organiser said.  

The forum will offer a unique 
platform to discuss and interact 
with industry experts who partici-
pate in the panel discussions and 
address pertinent issues of  the hos-
pitality trade through presenta-
tions, brainstorming sessions and 
case studies. The conference also 
has networking evenings for dele-
gates, speakers, exhibitors.

“There will not be only technical 
discussions. The discussions will 
lead to finding solutions,” said Anil 
Sharma, joint managing director of  
Hi-Aim. 

The event will bring together 250 
delegates from the United States, 

the United Kingdom, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Thailand besides 
South Asian countries.   

According to the organiser, the 
resilience exhibited by the Nepali 
people during the recent earth-
quake and political turmoil and the 
country's natural beauty give 

immense scope for Nepal’s tourism 
sector to help create a thriving and 
strong economy.

Likewise, the United Nations has 
declared 2017 as International Year 
of  Sustainable Tourism for 
Development. 

“The Hi-Aim team concluded 
what better opportunity would 
there be than to hold this  
year’s conference in the hub of  
regional tourism—Kathmandu,” 
Sharma said.

Joint Managing Director Romesh 
Koul added that the event would be 
an opportunity for those involved in 
the hospitality and tourism sector 

to analyze trends and move on 
accordingly. 

“Not just hoteliers, even those 
involved in tours and travel can 
benefited by accumulating informa-
tion about the sector,” Koul said. 

The event will also have an 
Honour Ceremony where Hi-Aim 
will honour industry stalwarts for 
their contribution to the hospitality 
sector. “This year, the Hi-Aim secre-
tariat will be honouring the stal-
warts of  Nepal’s hospitality indus-
try,” Sharma said. 

The first four conferences were 
held in India, and Hi-Aim 2016 was 
held in Colombo. 

Silicon Valley heads 
denounce Trump 
immigration ban

AgENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW YORK, JAN 29

Silicon Valley heads have 
slammed US President Donald 
Trump's temporary ban on ref-
ugees and many Muslims from 
entering the United States, 
fearing it could prevent them 
from accessing a global reser-
voir of  talent.

The sweeping immigration 
crackdown moved many tech 
bosses to criticize measures 
that could impact sector 
employees. "Apple would not 
exist without immigration, let 
alone thrive and innovate the 
way we do," said Tim Cook in a 
memo to staff  obtained by AFP.

The company's founder 
Steve Jobs was the son of  a 
Syrian immigrant. Netflix 
CEO Reed Hastings called the 
president's first week in office 
"very sad," saying in a 
Facebook post that "Trump's 
actions are hurting Netflix 

employees around the world, 
and are so un-American it 
pains us all". "It is time to link 
arms together to protect 
American values of  freedom 
and opportunity."

Nearly 200 Google employ-
ees are directly impacted by 
the measures, according to an 
internal memo from CEO 
Sundar Pichai. "We're con-
cerned about the impact of  
this order and any proposals 
that could impose restrictions 
on Googlers and their families, 
or that could create barriers to 
bringing great talent to the 
US," said the head of  the inter-
net giant.

Trump's hardline executive 
order, signed Friday, suspends 
the arrival of  refugees for at 
least 120 days, and for the next 
three months bars visas for 
travellers from seven Muslim-
majority countries: Iran, Iraq, 
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria 
and Yemen.

Immigration law specialist 
Ava Benach—who told AFP 
she has been flooded with calls 
from clients—said those 
already in the US should stay 
put, and those abroad risk 
being blocked from boarding 
aircraft. "I would advise 
against leaving the US because 
I don't believe that they will be 
able to return," she said.

As resistance to the tempo-
rary immigration restrictions 
mount, a US federal judge on 
Saturday ordered authorities 
to stop deporting refugees and 
other travelers stuck at US air-
ports. US District Judge Ann 
Donnelly's decision to issue a 
temporary stay—which 
stopped short of  ruling on the 
constitutionality of  Trump's 
order—came after dozens of  
people were detained at US air-
ports following Trump's 
actions.

"As an immigrant and as a 
CEO, I've both experienced and 

seen the positive impact that 
immigration has on our com-
pany, for the country, for the 
world" said Microsoft head 
Satya Nadella, who is of  Indian 
descent.

The company had warned 
Thursday that immigration 
restrictions could impact its 
ability to fill research and 
development positions. 

Globalisation has been a 
boon for Silicon Valley, which 
employs a significant popula-
tion of  foreign engineers. 
Some 250,000 Muslims live in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, 
according to the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations.

"Internet companies in par-
ticular thrive in the US because 
the best and the brightest are 
able to create innovative prod-
ucts and services right here in 
America," said Michael 
Beckerman, the head of  a lead-
ing industry lobby group.

Trump met last month with 
a handful of  America's most 
powerful tech executives—a 
bid to mend fences with a 
largely pro-Democrat industry. 
No announcements were  
made following the summit, 
however.

In the short term, many tech 
companies are offering legal 
assistance to staffers impacted 
by the executive order. "We are 
assessing the impact on our 
workforce and determining 
how best to protect our people 
and their families from any 
adverse effects," a Facebook 
spokesperson told AFP.

Chris Sacca, a major finan-
cial backer of  the sector, vowed 
to donate $150,000 to the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, an organization that 
has hit the executive order 
with legal challenges. 

Uber CEO Travis Kalanick 
vowed to raise the issue  
at a meeting next week of  
Trump's business advisory 
council, which the executive is 
a part of.

UK says US agrees to 
post-Brexit trade talks

AgENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON, JAN 29

US President Donald Trump has agreed to 
start immediate trade talks with Britain 
with the goal of  preserving current arrange-
ments when it leaves the European Union, 
Downing Street said Saturday.

The "high-level talks", agreed during 
Prime Minister Theresa May's visit to the 
White House on Friday, risk antagonising 
EU leaders, who have warned London can-
not start negotiations with other countries 
until it exits the bloc.

The bilateral talks, which also  
include setting up joint working groups,  
are aimed at laying the groundwork  
for a new deal that can be signed as soon as 
possible after Brexit. 

"The first step towards achieving this will 
be a new Trade Negotiation Agreement 
(TNA) which will see high-level talks 
between the two nations beginning immedi-
ately," a Downing Street spokesman said.

The agreement came in a working  
lunch with Trump in Washington, where 
May became the first foreign leader  
to meet the new US president following his 
inauguration.

May was keen to secure an early committ-
ment to the UK-US "special relationship" 
from Trump, who has alarmed America's 
allies with his criticism of  NATO and the 
EU. She has promised to be "frank" with the 
president, but drew criticism at home when, 
during a trip to Turkey on Saturday, she 
refused to condemn Trump's refugee policy.

Asked three times at a press conference 
about the executive order suspending refu-
gee arrivals, May replied: "The United 
States is responsible for the United States' 
policy on refugees."

She flew back home into a deepening dip-
lomatic storm after it emerged her own MP 

Nadhim Zahawi would be barred under the 
clampdown having being born in Iraq, 
despite holding a British passport, raising 
calls for her to speak on behalf  of  affected 
British citizens. 

Germany and France have expressed con-
cern about the policy, while the United 
Nations said it hoped it was only temporary.

Securing the promise of  early trade talks 
was a key goal for the Washington trip, 
amid concerns at home of  the economic 
impact of  withdrawing from Europe's sin-
gle market.

Downing Street said Trump had pledged 
to ensure that the trade agreements Britain 
currently has with the US through its EU 
membership would continue after it leaves. 
"This is the first step leading to a future 
trade deal with the US which could provide 
huge benefits to our economic muscle and 
will give businesses additional certainty 
and confidence," May said.

The talks will also look at removing 
non-tariff  barriers blocking British exports 
of  food and agriculture to the United States, 
and the mutual recognition of  professional 
qualifications to make it easier for people in 
both countries to do business.

Bilateral trade is currently worth more 
than £150 billion ($188 billion, 176 billion 
euros) and the United States is the single 
biggest source of  inward investment in 
Britain. 

May has promised to start the two-year 
process of  leaving the EU by the end of  
March, but her government has already had 
informal trade discussions with India, 
Australia and New Zealand.

The European Commission warned 
London this week against any third-party 
trade negotiations before Brexit. "If  they 
talk about this, that's fine, but they cannot 
start negotiating until they have left," trade 
commissioner Cecilia Malmström said.

n Protesters gather at George Bush Intercontinental  Airport in Houston, Texas, on Saturday. REUTERS

n US President Donald Trump (right) and British Prime Minister Theresa May hold a joint news  
conference at the White House in Washington on Friday.     REUTERS

domestic tourism

n People visit Ikshakamana temple at Chandibhanjyang VDC of Chitwan district on Sunday. Located at an altitude of 1,800m, the temple has lately been attracting a significant number of domestic tourists.  
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the event aims to be a common 
knowledge sharing platform  

to confer and exchange ideas  
on key issues and emerging 

trends in the hospitality industry
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